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Firebird’s S 3 Everybody’s
official Midwestern ex- tOP Yy by A_lyssa, Ma;nt'hl Gone And I Know
pert, of course, I keep tabs on I'm The Cause, and in July,
all artists from the Heartland—and they brought their Midwest-
The Greeting Commiittee is no ex- ~ comprises Addie Sartino (vocalist)  ern charm to Chicago’s Bottom
ception. Originally formed in 2014  and Pierce Tucorette (bassist). Ear-  Lounge.
as a high school talent show act in lier this summer, the band celebrat- Before the show, I'll admit, I
Overland Park, Kansas, the group ed the release of their third studio  wasn’t the most attentive fan of
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TGC. I was familiar with some of
their biggest hits, like “Elise” and
((17,

”

but I went into
this  show
with  an
Ginic.n
mind. As
I stepped
into the
room,
which
W a s
packed
with
slightly
tipsy twen-
ty-some-
things, I
couldn’t help but
notice the sea of couples around
me. If you ever want to feel sin-
gle, I guess a TGC show is the
place to be. That said, it was a
relief to find that everyone I
interacted with was refresh-
ingly calm and pleasant to be
around—concert etiquette like
that is a rare find these days.
Donning the stage, dressed
in a cropped blue St. Anne’s
jersey, Sartino’s stage pres-
ence was something to be-
hold. She’s assertive, un-
afraid to take up space, and
honestly has the makings of
the next big queer
icon—what King
Princess  wishes
they had. The
band mem-
bers’ chem-
istry was
ev-
ident from
the start.
However, that
wasn't always
the case.
In an

interview with Rain Magazine, Sar-
tino remarked, “I like to joke that
a lot of The Greeting Committee’s
music comes from disagreement.
I think it just got to a point where
we were struggling to find the joy in
creating, and that became a detri-
ment to us as individuals, as artists,
and as a group.” Noah Spencer, the
newest member, joined Sartino
and Tucorette on this record
following the departure of
two of the founding mem-
bers of TGC. “We have
kind of tiptoed around
talking

about it. It needed
to happen. We went
through a lot as a band.
We met at 15, then
really sprung from
being this sort of
casual high school
arrangement to a
contract, and pres-
sure..We tried
hard to make it
work as a four-piece,
and I think ultimately
who you need at 15 is not

2

nec-
essarily
who can be in
your life at 25.”
The show con-
tinued
with

the
band  transi-
tioning into “Is This
It?” and “A Little Bit
More,” captivating the
crowd, with the latter
quickly becoming a
personal favor-



on mul-

ite. tiol
iple oc-

The p'e
< ch casions
song’s cho- 5 ging

rus—Will  you directly
love me just a little with us
bit more?”— while Tu-
felt like corette ran
around with
a tambourine,
a giant spotlight
trailing  behind

him. It was one
of those moments where
you realize you're part of

something bigger, a

shared experience (as

a Religious Studies
major, I'm fighting
the urge to refer

to it as collective

a

col-
lective plea
from the audience

when they echoed it

back with the same, effervescence)
if not more, pas- that only live
sion. Sartino came music can
into the crowd create. By
the time
they closed
with “Hands

Down,
” I was ful-

ly converted

into a fan.
We  walked
out of the ven-
ue with huge
: smiles, feeling

J like we’d just discov-

ered
something truly spe-
cial. It's not often you
leave a concert feeling
like youve been let in
on a secret, but that’s
precisely what The
Greeting Committee
delivered—a night of
pure joy and a connec-
tion that felt almost
magical.

For anyone looking
for a memorable live
music experience, The
Greeting Committee is
it. They don't just play
music; they create a
space where you feel
seen, heard, and understood. Their
live performance isn’t just about the
songs—it's about the moments in
between, the glances exchanged,
and the collective energy of the

crowd. They aren’t perform-

ing for applause; they're per-

forming for the pure love of it,

wand we're just lucky enough

to be along for the ride. Who

knows, maybe theyll stop
at UChicago next.
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